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So I’ve ordered every Cabinet Secretary to 
participate in a comprehensive review of 
the Government response to the hurricane. 
This Government will learn the lessons of 
Hurricane Katrina. We’re going to review 
every action and make necessary changes 
so that we are better prepared for any chal-
lenge of nature or act of evil men that 
could threaten our people. 

The United States Congress also has an 
important oversight function to perform. 
Congress is preparing an investigation, and 
I will work with members of both parties 
to make sure this effort is thorough. 

In the life of this Nation, we have often 
been reminded that nature is an awesome 
force and that all life is fragile. We’re the 
heirs of men and women who lived through 
those first terrible winters at Jamestown 
and Plymouth, who rebuilt Chicago after 
a great fire and San Francisco after a great 
earthquake, who reclaimed the prairie from 
the Dust Bowl of the 1930s. Every time, 
the people of this land have come back 
from fire, flood, and storm to build anew 
and to build better than what we had be-
fore. Americans have never left our destiny 
to the whims of nature, and we will not 
start now. 

These trials have also reminded us that 
we are often stronger than we know—with 
the help of grace and one another. They 
remind us of a hope beyond all pain and 
death, a God who welcomes the lost to 
a house not made with hands. And they 
remind us that we’re tied together in this 

life, in this Nation, and that the despair 
of any touches us all. 

I know that when you sit on the steps 
of a porch where a home once stood or 
sleep on a cot in a crowded shelter, it is 
hard to imagine a bright future. But that 
future will come. The streets of Biloxi and 
Gulfport will again be filled with lovely 
homes and the sound of children playing. 
The churches of Alabama will have their 
broken steeples mended and their con-
gregations whole. And here in New Orle-
ans, the streetcars will once again rumble 
down St. Charles, and the passionate soul 
of a great city will return. 

In this place, there’s a custom for the 
funerals of jazz musicians. The funeral pro-
cession parades slowly through the streets, 
followed by a band playing a mournful 
dirge as it moves to the cemetery. Once 
the casket has been laid in place, the band 
breaks into a joyful ‘‘second line,’’ symbol-
izing the triumph of the spirit over death. 
Tonight the gulf coast is still coming 
through the dirge, yet we will live to see 
the second line. 

Thank you, and may God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:02 p.m. at 
Jackson Square. In his remarks, he referred 
to Gov. Haley Barbour of Mississippi; Gov. 
Kathleen Babineaux Blanco of Louisiana; and 
Mayor C. Ray Nagin of New Orleans, LA. 
The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of this 
address. 

Remarks at the National Day of Prayer and Remembrance Service 
September 16, 2005 

On this Day of Prayer and Remem-
brance, our Nation remains in the shadow 
of a storm that departed 2 weeks ago. 
We’re humbled by the vast and indifferent 
might of nature and feel small beside its 
power. We commend the departed to God. 

We mourn with those who mourn, and we 
ask for strength in the work ahead. 

The destruction is immense, covering a 
city, a coastline, a region. Yet the hurt al-
ways comes down to one life, one family. 
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We’ve seen the panic of loved ones sepa-
rated from each other, the lonely pain of 
people whose earthly possessions were 
swept away, and the uncertainty of men 
and women and children driven away from 
the lives they knew. Many did not survive 
the fury of the storm. Many who did ask, 
‘‘Why?’’ and wonder, ‘‘What comes next?’’ 

In this hour of suffering, we’re prayerful. 
In a wounded region, so many place their 
faith in a God who hears and helps. And 
so many are bringing their grief to a Savior 
acquainted with grief. Our Nation joins 
with them to pray for comfort and sorrow, 
for the reunion of separated families, and 
a holy rest for the ones who died. 

Through prayer, we look for ways to un-
derstand the arbitrary harm left by this 
storm and the mystery of undeserved suf-
fering. And in our search, we’re reminded 
that God’s purposes are sometimes impos-
sible to know here on Earth. Yet even as 
we’re humbled by forces we cannot explain, 
we take comfort in the knowledge that no 
one is ever stranded beyond God’s care. 
The Creator of wind and water is also the 
source of even a greater power, a love that 
can redeem the worst tragedy, a love that 
is stronger than death. 

In this hour of suffering, our Nation is 
thankful. We have been inspired by acts 
of courage and goodness: Coastguardsmen 
and military personnel reaching out of heli-
copters and lifting victims from rooftops; 
firefighters wading through mud and debris 
to search for victims and survivors; doctors 
and nurses defying danger so their patients 
might live. Many of those who saved others 
lost their own homes and were separated 
from their own families. And many stories 
of heroism and rescue will never be told 
because they are known to God alone. 

We’re thankful for a spirit, seen across 
the gulf coast, that faces the worst and 
chooses to hope. We’re thankful as well 
for the many ordinary citizens who heard 
the cries of neighbors and answered them. 
Across the country, Americans saw the hun-
gry and gave them something to eat, saw 

the thirsty and gave them something to 
drink, saw strangers and invited them in. 
One man who was rescued and given shel-
ter after the storm said, ‘‘I didn’t think 
there was so much love in the world.’’ 

In this hour of suffering, our Nation is 
also mindful of the work ahead. Through 
this tragedy, great duties have come to our 
Nation. The destruction of this hurricane 
was beyond any human power to control, 
but the restoration of broken communities 
and disrupted lives now rests in our hands. 
And we accept this responsibility not as 
a burden or a chore but as an opportunity 
to serve our fellow Americans, as they 
would do for us. 

This task will measure our unity as a 
people. Americans of every race and reli-
gion were touched by this storm, yet some 
of the greatest hardship fell upon citizens 
already facing lives of struggle, the elderly, 
the vulnerable, and the poor. And this pov-
erty has roots in generations of segregation 
and discrimination that closed many doors 
of opportunity. As we clear away the debris 
of a hurricane, let us also clear away the 
legacy of inequality. Let us deliver new 
hope to communities that were suffering 
before the storm. As we rebuild homes and 
businesses, we will renew our promise as 
a land of equality and decency. And one 
day, Americans will look back at the re-
sponse to Hurricane Katrina and say that 
our country grew not only in prosperity but 
in character and justice. 

On this National Day of Prayer and Re-
membrance, we pledge ourselves to the de-
manding work of revival and renew the 
faith and hope that will carry that work 
to completion. In the worst of storms and 
in the rush of flood waters, even the strong-
est faith can be tested. Yet the Scriptures 
assure us, ‘‘Many waters cannot quench 
love; neither can the floods drown it.’’ 

So now we go forward, confident in the 
good heart of America and trusting that 
even among the ruins, the love of God 
remains at work. 
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May God bless and keep the souls of 
the lost. May His love touch all those in 
need, and may He always watch over the 
United States of America. God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:58 a.m. at 
the Washington National Cathedral. The Na-
tional Day of Payer and Remembrance proc-
lamation of September 8 is listed in Appendix 
D at the end of this volume. 

The President’s News Conference With President Vladimir Putin of Russia 
September 16, 2005 

President Bush. Thank you all. Please be 
seated. I’m pleased to welcome my friend 
Vladimir Putin back to the White House. 
We just had a constructive meeting and 
a candid conversation. I told the President 
how much I enjoyed visiting Russia early 
this year and how much I’m looking for-
ward to going back to Russia for the G– 
8. 

I also thanked President Putin—Vladi-
mir—for Russia’s offers of assistance in the 
wake of Hurricane Katrina. It meant a lot 
to know that you cared enough to send 
critical supplies, and our country really ap-
preciates it. People are going through some 
tough times down there, and I think it lifts 
their spirits to know that not only Ameri-
cans but Russians care about their future. 

We’ve got a strong ally in Russia in fight-
ing the war on terror. You know, it was 
about 4 years ago that our country got at-
tacked; 1 year ago, there was Beslan, both 
of them brutal attacks, both of them attacks 
by people who have no regard for innocent 
life. And we understand we have a duty 
to protect our citizens and to work together 
and to do everything we can to stop the 
killing. That’s why we hold office. 

And I appreciate you very much and 
your understanding of this war on terror. 
We also understand that we’ve got to work 
to stop the spread of weapons of mass de-
struction. We understand the stakes, that 
people who kill in cold blood, if they have 
weapons of mass destruction, will kill in 
cold blood on a massive scale. And I want 
to appreciate you for your understanding 

and thank you for your understanding of 
that. 

We both signed the International Con-
vention on the Suppression of Acts of Nu-
clear Terrorism, which was a positive state-
ment by the world. We discussed our ef-
forts to work together in Iran and North 
Korea. We both—we have the same goal. 
We don’t want the Iranians to have nuclear 
weapons, and we don’t want the North Ko-
reans to have nuclear weapons. We talked 
about ways to achieve those goals. 

We talked about the need to improve 
nuclear security. This year we reached a 
milestone in nonproliferation cooperation 
by completing the conversion of 10,000 
Russian nuclear warheads into peaceful fuel 
for U.S. power reactors. And I appreciate 
very much that sense of cooperation. That’s 
good for the world to see. 

We talked about our economic relation-
ship. Russia has got a growing economy. 
We have products that they want, and 
they’ve got products that we want, like en-
ergy. And it’s necessary for us to have a 
good economic relationship, one where we 
resolve our differences in a wise way. I 
told Vladimir that I’m very interested in 
seeing if we can’t get—complete the nego-
tiations for Russia’s entry into the WTO, 
the World Trade Organization, by the end 
of this year. 

As we strengthen our economic ties, we’ll 
work to advance freedom and democracy 
in our respective countries and around the 
world. Russia has been a strong partner 
of the United States and will be even a 
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